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Nervio : The Cats Thet Are My Friends

Cats dude,...CATS, Are you kidding me?
I can't even handle them., I loock at their
faces and I want to cry and smash them and
look at them and pet them and love them
and give them money and just generally
B moke them happy. I love cats, I unreasonably
love cats, This zine is all about the cats
in my life that have had some kind of impact
on me, I like all cats...any cat (..e.except
. this one time when my friends and I ran
. afoul of this cat next to the dumpster at the
Albina Press that seemed like 1t was dylmg,.
I didn't like that cat for some reason.) So,
i in the spirlt of this love, I wanted to honour
them by making & zine with their faces in it .
and maybe 1'11 write some things about them
that I like., Cats don't get to hang around on
this earth as lopg as people dp, so if you
like catse.eit's Inevitable that a few will
come and go through your house during the
course of your life, I think it's a tragedy
¥ that so many of them pass without having theirZ>
¥ deeds formally recorded.

It you have @& cat story that‘youbwog%dh%;ie
to share, drop me & 1ine.eel 11 D€ _

petting Sassyi/”*
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E-MAIL: theziltremedy@gmalile.com
MAIL: degrassl digest
PO Box 56551 ~\ =
Portland OR.97238 A
WEB: http://www.myspace,com/degrassidigest503) 2//

”/'/2%?2%&?2%77’Qf/’/’/'/95}//AZ??Z%Q%?Z;é??ZZ?C4Z;?Z2

v R R R IRRN



Q QO QIS N VYN NW

Nervio
ps used in their Chilean home, the word could be

defined as a feeling of such intense affection
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g0 a8 not to harm the object of his affection. 1
have heard others allude to the sensation 1n
seemingly bizarre phrases such asg, "It's so cute
(that) I want to squeeze it to death,""
whttp://11zettegrecoocom/roberto/nervioohtml
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| This zine is dediCATed to the loving memory of all
\/ cats, eve$ywhere, and for all time. Keep on. purring
) BUYSecoWE TE listening.,
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that one trembles or grits his teeth with restralnt|

SAM

Breed: Bombay

Blze : Tubby guts

Statusi In Hamtrameck Michigan,
g under a bed

Known Allases: Pooper, Pooka,

_ - Pooka-Bear, Pooks

g

Sam is the Jesus Christ of cats for me,
Before I met Sam, I hated cats, I was
convinced that I was deathly allergic to
them; possibly because my only exposurée
until this point were these kind of ratiy
outdoor long-haired gentlemen., Bummer, .
Anyway, Sam changed my mind...and subsequently
my life. He was originally owned by my o
friend George Hotelllng...and was named [,_,
'Darth Maul'., Go easy on George though, a lot
of people were excited about the pogsibilities
that a new Star Wars movie afforded the world
at this time in history. I love you Same To
date, you are one of my favourite if not THE
favourite cat of mine for holding purposes.

S

N

dle @&

SAM FUN FACT: Sam 1s named after memﬁi“r‘m
neme ls Samuel, How do you like that?
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Breed: Domestic ass-kicking shorthalr |

ize : Heroin Chic
gizﬁus:‘ﬂecently returned home from
s six month stay in my crawl-
gpace '
own Aliaggss
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in charge of, She started off, as all of my
cats have started offi under the ownership

of a girlfriend. 'Let's get another cat' they
all say...and eventually the cat realizes that
I'm cooler than my girlfriends and decilde that
I.should be thelir owner lnstead. No offense ex-
glrlfriends...but we both know that cats like me| \
more, I've lost a dog in a post-breakup custody |
battle, .but never a cat. Take note ladies,
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CLEO FUN FACT: Cleo was B
feral when my ex adOpt~:P*
ed her,..and she never &
really mellowed out, She
likes to hide in dark

places, and used to live
in my crawlgpace. I have
a mlllion really dark and gr
gtories about this cat. She

8 : x
i8 an eXpier .
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SASSY W’/W//////////,////////////g/////////////////%

Breed! Black/White (cap & saddle configuration)
Size ¢

Fluxuates from chubber to immaciated

Inke Skywalker wearing his Hoth outfit

depending on moodfseason

Status! Sitting on my lap, trying to get me to
stop making this zine

Enown Aliasest! Sass, Beans, Sassy Beans, Beaner
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BEANS, I would kill people to defend this cat, [&
Sorry humanitye...you mean nothing to me 1f Sassy@
1s in trou' le, Sassy makes a lot of grunting

noiges when she jumps or wants to be pet. Sassy
ls a very treasured companion and tends to make ;
friends with others very easily. There is a human-gs
gized Sassy mask, numerous Sassy drawings, and a |8
Sassy painting...all created in her honour by

various artistic types that have met her. She is af
muse, If you are ever around Sassy and it looks 1lik
she has slipped and fallen on her back, thls 1s /&?,
Just a clever ruse, She has not fallen without lelkﬁé.
purpose...she is attempting to receive pets from you.p

If you are ever in my bathrpom and you declde to /;y/f
.
7

close the door (prude), Sassy will slam her body E§§/
agalnst 1t until you let her in and turn the sink{Z /7
faucet on, I was just kidding about that prude @37%
comment above...please always close the door to my

u are uslng 1t.® : (j;/f

i

SASSY FUN FACT: Bassy loves to eat,..,and eats so

quickly that she sometimes throws up. Cnce, 1
| witnessed her throw up in her food bowl and then |
| proceed to eat AROUND the puke, Beat that,

P RN P a5 e ST




Silze ¢ Powerful Warrior [Size : Massive,.,just . :

Status: In REAL PERSON heaven, If there is a {Statust Living ian Pgi%%;ﬁg ﬁ?ﬁ:éﬁger h |
seperate heaven for cats...pleasse send iknown Alisses: Pookie Sterl, Furball i ungryl
me to that one oh lord e S il i i |

Known Aliasses: Z-Ha, Zees, Ha, DBudd
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ISterling is kind of a welrd guy that I know,
o « HHeather plcked him up when he was a kitten, so
o g " - : igtechnically I have known him his whole life, I
The story of Zelda 1s basically more %raglc thanX\Wwas hanging out with Heather a lot during his |
Da-lﬂfur right ILOW, If you think that I'm making b kitten years, SO itﬁg weird to me that i don!t
light of the genocide golng on over there, you Nhave much recollection of his formative years.
obviously never got a chanc? to meet Zelda, His But then...those were the pre-S8am years and I had |
is a really sad story and I'm kind of only " \not discovered the majesty that 1ls cat fancylng.
making jokes about it because that.ia B SORIRE In any case, Sterling is a man now and let me pell
mechanism, Zelda came to me as a kitten. He you, this guy is huge. His face is shaped liké an
suffered from chronic urinary tract blockages arrowhesd and he WILL try to hurt you if you pet
for the entirely of his shor? 1158 He umeers him for too long. Sterling is allergic to tap water,
went SEVEN emergency unblockingss each one a0 you have to give him stuff from bottles, Way to
carrying a price tag of around $SOO°,ThaL o fuck over the environment,princess, Don't let the
how much I loved thls cat,..and that's ab scornful tone of this message fool you though, I
least part of the reagon that I stay home all think Sterling is a valuable member of the community,
the timeoll’m broke, Ze}da was, and i?-to date, \} and I would take up arms to defend him, It ls my
the nicest: and most loving cat that I Ve met, - greatest wish to cradle him in my arms like he were

He let you pet him all the time...would jump

onto yogr 1gpo.owore whatever clothes that you a‘nSWbOTn child...
thought might look good on him...Just baslcally
walked around being really great, Sadly, Zelda
passed away while undergolng his seventh emer-
gency unblocking, He died alone; in a COAEC . e s L
think I was probably working downtown at the \\
time. I'm obviously not over all this quite yet,
e SR LN A N N S U X AN NN NN
him,.obut I never flgured out what we were
saying to each other, I'd like to think it

ZELDA FUN FACT: Zelda would camry on lenghty
meant 'you are so awesome',..and we Just Sat\\i\
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2 long time 'meh'ing back and forth with
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STERLING FUN FACT: Sterling won't drink out of s
bowl, only a cup...and the cup has to be swapped
out each time 1t's filled, Are you KIDDING? i

7

conversations with anyone that was able to
successfully mimic his 'meh' ¢all, I spent

around saying that back and forth, g;;§§\\
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MOOKIE,,"Vfa7z@%%Z%%a42?772Z%%2%%%5%%%zazzz%g§§z%§zz%ﬁ
7

Breed! Choco=choco chlp cow .
Size : Overstuffed sausage with the hint that he %ﬁ
wag, at one time, in prime shape %ﬁ
Status: Living on Mississippl w%th J%dy %%
Known Aliases: However you say 'milk’ in Japanese.oouf

A MOOKY Mo s A S \\ _
gchreeé: Textbook black caLQgQ§§E§§§§¥\§§§§$§A?\
§“-Size * Kind of in decent shape., This is the
\ only cat that I've ever known that

§§ geems to be about where a cat should
\§ Status:

7

beeo.at least size~wige,

N Living in Chicago proper with Emily (&8 ywhich 1s actually hils real name (ﬁ
§ and All - %

7%

Known Allases: Monkey, Cooklepants, C
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§§ Chicago Mooky is a pretty cool lady, I'm into L 4
\\ her, and her style, Emily used to live in Michigan || S8 ¢
§§ and I remember 2 time when I went to visit her and ;E 7

there were like six kittens running all over the
place, Mooky was one of those kittens...and allowed
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Mookie...yegh, I'm very into this cat. I just met é%y

I blame the nervio. Once I start petting them, I (l1iving) cat that I know, This is good news, because
can't really stopJ..and I like grabbing thelr facesff|I-1llke to talk to eats, and nothing makes me happler

petting without much resistance. This is going to Mookie a couple weeks ago, but I am convinced that *
sound totally creepy...but I think I pet cats a thla cat has what 1t takes to change the world..%V :
little more 'vigarously' than a lot of people do, Mookle is a talker, he talks more than any other é%

.

and plcking them up and st@ff. This is actually | then getting a response back, I'm actually thinking é?
\\‘kind of a blg problem because I think some categ about trying to copreograph a duet with Mookle, Maybeﬁ
\Qihave this welrd primal thing take over and they a Johnny Cash/June Carter call/pesponse thing. Qﬁ%ﬁéé
%§ think that I'm trying to mate with them, Let's get [|Mookie sits in the windowsill all day and is more 3 42

one thing straight here; I love cats more than I j

than happy to accept your pets if you'd just take thel
love Nintendo...but I am NOT looking to mate with time to walk over there and offer them, I feel like«gﬁ;
them. The point of this story is that Mooky doesn'tN|the semi-retarded child on the playground that is IA%
seem to llke to be pet this way. So, when I visit naive and desperate for friends when I say this...but’
her, I'm only able to spend a cbuple moments pett- Mookie 1s my friend and I am grateful for this fact.‘f
Ing her before she makes this sad squeeking noise . : e Y
and runs away. Before you judge me though, please
realize that Mooky ls the only cat that has had

this reactionm to my cluteh. So.,.I'mn pretty sure

that at least part of this i1s Mooky belng a sensi-

tive Sallya &

\\\.\\\\\\\\\_\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\&\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

MOOKY FUN FACT: Hailing from the Humane Society inl\
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\ 523‘{?&3@3:;?;&?;;21%;g;si’fg;%f@ ﬁgiiﬁegstgiimeg MOOKIE FUN FAGT: Before Mookle was neutered, he had
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the nickname 'Black Balls' because of his unwieldy 5

\Egagagztally doesn't make a lot of sense for Mooki mazhgog.nl ihink Yhet tois is REALLY fummy. . /
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QiSHORTY& MAEEY AMINRIITIIINITITIITinn ey NN
%\Breed: RE%%ed gutdgoisoat dipped in Y§§§
N\ W e chocolate

§ Size ¢ Bean bag shaped...with really

Q\ fantastic ears

%\Statas: Living in N Portland with Tara

’§ Joe, apd Joe _

§7Known Aliases: Fatso, Shitheadiugs
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THESE TWQ,..love em, They are gsisters, They lay -
down together and it looks like a glant plle of
guts., I want to make a pillow out of both of them.
‘To the untrained eye, they are twins., To the
analytical cat petting eye, Maeby 1s like twice as
\ big as Shorty and ls wearing white socks., I really
&-like Shorty a lot, but Maeby is my champlon,

\ Shorty is like this lald back grinking buddy that

N\ you are always happy to see and tends to get out of
N the house more than the typlcal person...but MAEBY
N 18 like..o.genetically engineered to receive your pet
pets., She has a bfoader surface area, and has a

huge gut that cleans the hardwoods as she lumbers
abound the house., They both have really cute and
wimpy meowg and 1f I were their uncle, I would give
them each $20 for every birthday they celebrate,
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“FUN'fﬁcri These cats have
kind of welrd heart conde

at any time. I

SHORTY & MAEBY (NOT S0)
‘been diagnosed with some

N ition and could technically die g1
fgzthink veterinary sclence is kind of shady right now

deseno 24
though as far as accuracy 1ls CONCerned...
Q\\imaggn@ these friends will be around for a long

N times
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N manner of crazy-assed stalker cat., Long story short

Size Bleek dude with lots of room to éfaw
Status: Living under Krystal's covers pnuim
Known Aliases: Sir Lil Henry

L3
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I 1like 11l henry., He has a really sleek coat, whichf//
makes long term petting much more comfortable. As
long as he feels he is inside of a cave, he's
pretty happy to recelve your pets., L1l henry seem
kind of scared of everything right now, but we're
all scared sometlimes...s80 1'm willing to put some|
time in to help him out, k1l Henry bidt my hand
once, but it didn't really hurt that much,.,..and I
wasn't offended by it. We had just met, and it's
kind of weird to assume that every cat In the world
will want to be pet by you the first moment that
you lay eyes on each other, Lil henry ran away last
week, which is totally a dick move...but maybe he's
too consumed with fear or he's stalking his old
roommate or something. I hope it''s the former,
because I'd feel weird being so kindly to some

he wag found a couple days later in the front yard. );
I don't think cats belong outside, It terrifies me
to think what might happen to them, This world isd
unforgiving...even Portland. Please protect our
cats, s T S = g
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‘LIL HENRY FUN FACT: Lil henry used to be the char
'of a highly respected Portland fashion designer, H
was adopted to be the companion of Sir Henry, the
designer's other cat. Sir henry wasn't into the idealy
of having to entertain 1il henry, so 1il henry got .
the boot, Harsh, but understandable,..especlally if//4\
you've gotten the chance to hang out with Sir Hen A

my
e bit. His needs should be addresseﬁe5%22222};7§33///
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Y Status: Trying to break out of the
Belmont st., apartment thatf
he shares with Angle and
Chrisg ¢ wdy o o ueriohl .
Known Aliaseg: Babylon, Abel Foofers,
: Kitten Head, Babel
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I really like Abel a lot, Unfortunately, I think
Abel wants to have sex with me,

>
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he always seems really psyched when I pet him, but
then gets kind of violent after awhlle, Llke,

eventually he just turns around and bites my arm,
It doesn't SEEM like an attack bite, so I'm guessin
sex bipe., Not cool dude. I just want to smakh your

A

2

he's a really sclid guy. He 1s one of the few N\t
outdoor cats that I know, and he conducts himself
kind of like some cool laid back stoner,

o,

‘Choosinga

ABEL FUN FACT: Abel will "pancake" if you pet him

LS PP

N NN

2

b, Sk S

his arms in a way that puts his gut directly on the
ground, This aerodynamic move greatly lncreases the
efficiency of the pets that I give him and makes me
'§lfee1 like we are using teamwork,
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~Bilze ¢
- otus: Living with Christina on

N
\
1 I THINK he thinks.§§\iniscent of Zelda; which makes her visually
this at least., I'm guessing that he does because %\\

\relation to her body, which I'm told can happ-
\§en to a kitten if they are removed from their

we'll spend a good 5-10 minutes Just hanglng out \‘mother“s care too early., The person that told

together and having a pleasant tlme,,.but then*&3§§&>me this isn't all that credible in my book
\\\thoughcooyet I continue to pase this informati

g.on for some reason., Apparently,as a kitten,%?

face and pet your gut. Stop reading so far into that.to an alamming height...for the puposes oL
Regardless of Abel trylng to cat-rape me, I thﬂﬂi§§§inﬁect collection and consumption. Mona
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for long enough,..this means that he will manipulate ¢
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Substantial

Mississippl street o
Known Aliases: Mona~mia, the "G
d

ona 1lives in a house with three other cats,
snd for some reason ls referred to almost ex-
fcluslively as the "o" word.,.and is reportedly
1ways "C"ing things up. I've watched Mona in
gction and I don't really see anything wrong

ith this lady at all. Her appearance ls rem-

appealing., Her head is incredibly small in

‘Mona used to jump stralght up into the alr... |

NN

lets {‘
me pet her and 1s always nice to me...so 1 fee
comfortable confiding in her and petting her

face, If Christina's house were the Enterprise
D, Mona would be Nurse Alygsa Ogawa.
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\MONA FUN FACT: Mona is NOT named after the S
whorish grandmother from thé TV program '
"Who's The Boss?" :
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Hey thanks so much for reading this zine about
some cats that I consider my friends. I want

to say something touching or meaningful on this
pages..but I feel incredibly empty at the moment,
and I'm having a weird sense of pride about this,
Better to document emptiness than to wait around
\\\for something shinier to come along,
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Please take a few moments to pet some cats on\\§
_thelr faces today. CK, I guess...Dye.
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